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Reply to Office Action of June 7, 2005 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application is respectfully requested. 

A new Abstract believed to be consistent with the currently claimed features is 
submitted herein, to address the objection thereto. 

Claims 2, 5, and 6 are pending in this application. Withdrawn claims 1, 3, and 7-48 
are canceled by the present response without prejudice. Claims 5 and 6 are allowed. Claim 2 
was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as anticipated by U.S. patent 6,604,461 to De Bock et 
aL (herein " De Bock "). 

Addressing now the rejection to claim 2 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as anticipated by 
De Bock , that rejection is traversed by the present response. 

Initially, applicants note claim 2 is amended by the present response to clarify that the 
transfer fixing member is separated by a space from the intermediate transfer member by a 
thickness of the toner image "such that the intermediate transfer member and transfer fixing 
member do not contact each other in an area without toner". Such subject matter is believed 
to be fully supported by the original specification for example in Figure 2. As shown for 
example in Figure 2 in the present specification, the intermediate transfer belt 2 is spaced 
apart from the transfer fixing roller 13 by a space of a thickness g of the toner image, and 
thereby the intermediate transfer belt 2 and the transfer fixing roller 13 do not contact each 
other in an area without toner. Such subject matter is also supported by the original 
specification for example at page 9, lines 15-21. Such a feature is believed to clearly 
distinguish over De Bock . 

De Bock discloses for example in Figures 1 and 2 a primary transfer belt 12 in contact 
with an intermediate transfer belt 50 (see also De Bock at column 3, lines 26-28). In such 
ways, De Bock does not disclose that a transfer fixing member is separated by a space from 
the intermediate transfer member by a thickness of the toner image such that the intermediate 
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transfer member and the transfer fixing member do not contact each other in an area without 



With respect to such a feature the outstanding Office Action previously recognized in 
paragraph 10 that such a feature was not reflected in the claims. With such a feature now 
clarified in the claims it is respectfully submitted that independent claim 2 clearly 
distinguishes over De Bock . 

As no other issues are pending in this application, it is respectfully submitted that the 
present application is now in condition for allowance, and it is hereby respectfully requested 
that this case be passed to issue. 



toner. 



Respectfully submitted, 



OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 




Tel: (703)413-3000 
Fax: (703)413 -2220 
(OSMMN 06/04) 



Customer Number 



22850 



Gregory J. Maier 
Registration No. 25,599 
Surinder Sachar 
Registration No. 34,423 
Attorneys of Record 



I:\ATTY\SNS\23'S\239954\239954US-AM1.D0C 



8 



